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Official Newsletter of the Werribee and District  

Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.)  

PO Box 841 Werribee 3030 

Inc. Reg. No. A0024084P 

ABN 575 840 445 12 

 www.wdcvc.org.au (E-Mail: - wdcvc@hotmail.com) 

JANUARY 2026 EDITION 

RECOLLECTIONS 

Next General Meeting TUESDAY 24th February 2026 (7.30pm)  

John & Elizabeth Ryan’s 1948 Ford Mercury Coupe Utility 

Members Rides  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL MEMBERS HAVING A BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH 

Peter Fragioli, Ryan Kaio, Sam Pernice, Joan Gosney, 

Katie Galea, 

The Werribee and District Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.)  
Was formed in June 1991 to foster and advance interest in History, Restoration, Care and Preservation of Classic and 
Historic Motor Vehicles. It provides an avenue for sharing of information by owners of those vehicles. The Club is a 
not-for-profit organisation. We welcome as members all those interested in preservation of our motoring history.  
Club conducts monthly general meetings, regular events, and monthly runs for its members and assists community 
organisations with attendance at community events, retirement homes, parades and car shows.   
Generally our members come from those who own vehicles over 25 years old, but this is not a prerequisite for mem-
bership, anyone is welcome. 

WE WISH ALL MEMBERS WHO ARE FEELING POORLY  

A FULL AND SPEEDY RECOVERY  

 

Gil Taylor (Dec)   Sandy Taylor (Dec)   Les Turner 

John Agosta (Jnr)  Charmaine Agosta  Elio Massari (Dec)  

WDCVC Life Members 
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VICROADS CONTACTS and CLUB BANKING DETAILS  
VicRoads Melbourne:                                                                             W.D.C.V.C. CLUB BANKING DETAILS: (For Direct Deposits)  
Switchboard 1800 816 727,                                                                   GREAT SOUTHERN BANK:  
Club Permit Scheme (CPS): 9854 2674                                                BSB# 814282 ACC# 10495827 
Web Site: www.vicroads.vic.gov.au  

                                                                                                                          

Werribee & District Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.) 
Registration Number A0024084P ABN 575 840 445 12 

 

 

Name E-Mail Phone 
Executive Committee 

President 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
0413 884 234 

Vice President 
Michael (Mick) Galea (Linda) mgal6416@gmail.com 0421 670 304 

Secretary/Public Officer 
Carmel Calleja (Nick) wdcvcsecretary@gmail.com 0424 305 721 

Treasurer 
Jenny Matthews (Rod) 

 
magoos_4@bigpond.com 0422 699 361 

General Committee 
Heather O’Brien  hethaob@bigpond.net.au 0411 239 446 

Nick Calleja (Carmel) nick.holdenek@bigpond.com 0409 357 344 

Connie Mallia (Ronnie) c.m.62@hotmail.com 0439 619 083 

Wayne Rodgers (Jen) waynerodgers.61@gmail.com 0405 380 005 

Office Bearers 
Club Captain   

Editor & Publisher 
Dennis Cassar (Josie) denniscassar@outlook.com 

 
0417 000 407 

Mid-Week Run Captain 
Les Turner (Lorraine) 

 
 
9741 6657 

Safety Officers 
Len Mallia (Carmen) 
Charlie Cook (Lyn) 

lencar6@bigpond.com.au 
charlescook1@bigpond.com 

0412 529 801 
9741 3328 

Club Permit Officer/s 
Yves Schieseck (Sandra) 
Wayne Rodgers (Jen) 
Colin Pierce (Scrutineer) (Shirley) 

breton29@aussiebroadband.com.au 
waynerodgers.61@gmail.com 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
9749 3376 
0405 380 005  
0413 884 234 

Regalia Officer 
Len and Carmen Mallia 

 
lencar6@bigpond.com.au 0412 529 801 

Librarian 
Peter Kime (Patricia)  pjkime@hotmail.com 

 
0409 798641 

Web & Face Book Monitor 
TBD 

 
 

 
 

Welfare Officer 
Rose Ravaneschi 

 
sirbas53@hotmail.com 

 
0412 456 892 

Social Secretaries 
Connie Mallia (Ronnie) 

 
c.m.62@hotmail.com 

 
0439 619 083 

Federation Representatives 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 
Michael Galea (Linda) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 
mgal6416@gmail.com 

 
0413 884 234 
0421 670 304 

Council Representative 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
0413 884 234 

Financial Consultant- Werribee Accounting   

 

CONTACTS for WDCVC COMMITTEE September 2025 to June 2026  

Mail to P.O. Box 841 Werribee 3030 

E-MAIL: wdcvc@hotmail.com 
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WDCVC GENERAL Meeting:  16th December 2025 Chairperson Colin 

Meeting opened:   19:15 Meeting Closed: 20:05 

Chairman: Colin Pierce Vice President: Mick Galea 

Apologies:  Rob Elliott, John Marks, Mitch Jones, Victoria & Tibor Miskolczi, Bill Flaherty, Russell Thompson, Daniel Smith, Tony 
& Connie Galea, Dennis Cassar, Brian Cameron, Ian Cameron, Andrew Babbage, Wren Brown, John Kirkbride. 

Visitor/s:    0 

Previous Committee meeting:  01/12/2025 

Moved & accepted: 1st Len Mallia 2nd  Shirley Pierce 

Questions: 0  

Previous General meeting: 25th November 2025  

Moved & accepted: 1st Linda Galea 2nd  Shirley Pierce 

Questions: 0  

Club Secretary:  Carmel Calleja  

Correspondence; 0  

Treasurers Monthly Report: Ending 30.11.2025  Jenny Matthews 

Business Related to: 
Treasurers report 

0 

Moved & accepted: 1st Rod Matthews 2nd  Heather O’Brien 

Mid-week Event: Les Turner 0408 014 358 

Next event:       Wednesday                    February 11th 09:30hrs - Queenscliff Bowls Club’s Rip Bistro Meet at the Club Rooms 

Cars and Coffee:    Sunday January 25th 9:00 AM  John Marks 0407 546 235 

Next event:  Sunday 4th January Coffee and Cruise 

President’s ramblings: Colin Pierce 

● Thank you to members who baked and donated Christmas Cake (Lynn Cook) and Christmas Pudding (Vicki Miskolczi) 

● Signage requires a special permit when the logo is on design, updated sign (as shown) will be the new sign. 

● Calendars require a new format before printing. 

● Ballarat begonia rally 20-22 February, for any members interested in registering. 

● Ladies 3 Day Weekend being held next year, dates Sunday 1st to Tuesday 3rd March, see Connie Mallia to make a booking. 

● Glendale retirement village has given the club list of dates available, all on a Friday. 

● As per members desire there will be NO JANUARY GENERAL MEETING HELD. 

● Tuesday 27th-January Volunteers wanted for Club room tidy up and racking assembly in store rooms. 

● Colin thanked all committee members and volunteers for all their hard work during the year. 

● January Club runs & coffee morning displayed on tonight’s overheads available in newsletter 

● February and March club runs and coffee morning  displayed on tonight’s overheads also available in newsletter 

● 24th February first general meeting for the year. 

Social Secretary: Connie Mallia 

● Thanked everyone for all her help throughout the year. 
 

General/New Business:  
● Thank you MIck for stepping up as Secretary whilst I was away. 
● Denise passed on her seasons greeting and reminded everyone that all correspondence due on 10th of every month 
● Happy and safe New Year to all. 

Raffle winners: Pat Kime, (Christmas Cake) Mary Anne Pernice (Christmas Pudding)  Brian Gosney, Peter Lockwood, Heather 
O’Brien, Carmel Calleja, Jimmy Hand, Victoria Miskolczi, Ronnie Mallia, Maria Turner, Len Mallia.      

New Member/s:  0 
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Calendar of W.D.C.V.C’s Upcoming Events                                     
W.D.C.V.C Extends an Invitation to Members of any Registered 

Club to attend any run or event organized by our club.  

The above events are in accordance with the WDCVC & Vic roads Club Permit Scheme. If you wish to use your red plate 
vehicle, a reminder that you will need to correctly fill in your red plate permit scheme log book and be a financial mem-
ber. At the time of printing the above information was correct. The Committee may change the information at their dis-
cretion. Any changes will be published in the Newsletter / Website / Facebook.  
Symbols of events are Club Runs in Bold, and all other runs organised by Vic roads or other clubs will be in normal font. 

Changes are often on the cards. So when attending a Club Run, if you are unable to  
meet at the designated meeting place prior to departure, Phone Your Run Coordinator! 

EVENT Date Time Coordinator 

JANUARY 

Club Run BYO Picnic Lunch (BYO Picnic Table & Chairs) SUGARLOAF RESERVOIR PARK 
Simpson Rd, Christmas Hills 
MEET at CLUB ROOMS 

Sunday 11th 10:00 AM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Twilight Run (Local) and Picnic. Meet at Club Rooms. Saturday 17th 4:00 PM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

CLUB'S CARS & COFFEE  Sunday 25th 9:00 AM 
John  

0407 546 235           

No Club General Meeting for January XXXX XXXX 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

FEBRUARY 

Coffee Morning Hi Way Lounge Princes HWY & Wests Rd, Werribee. Then Cruise to 
Queenscliff foreshore 

Sunday 1st 9:30 AM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Committee Meeting Monday 2nd 7:30 PM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Mid Week Run Queenscliff Bowls Rip Bistro Meet at the Club Rooms Wednesday 11th 9:30 AM 
Les 

0408 014 358 

Run & picnic. Dowel Car Museum Upper Beaconsfield. Meet at Club Rooms at 10am 
for a 10:30 departure 

Sunday 15th 10:00 AM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Ballarat Begonia 3 day Rally Members need to book for this event Fri Sat Sun 20 21 22 XXXX 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

CLUB'S CARS & COFFEE  Sunday 22nd 9:00 AM 
John  

0407 546 235           

Club's General Meeting Arrive early as its free pizza night Tuesday 24th 6:30 PM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

MARCH 

Coffee Morning  
Ladies 3 day long weekend 1st to 3rd to Phillip Island.  See Brochure for more details. 
Contact Connie Malia to book, 

Sunday 1st 
Monday 2nd 
Tuesday 3rd 

9:30 AM 
Connie 

0439 619 083 

Navigation club run and picnic  
Meet at club rooms 

Sunday 15th 10:30 AM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Members Only CLUB CAR SHOW followed by Lunch, and Trophy Presentation 
(LOCATION TBD) 

Sunday 22nd 8:30 AM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Club's General Meeting  Tuesday 24th 7:30 PM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

Fish & Chips and Movie night at the club rooms Friday 27th 6:30 PM 
Colin                        0413 

884 234 

CLUB'S CARS & COFFEE  Sunday 29th 9:00 AM 
John  

0407 546 235           
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President’s Report 

   
 

Greetings, 

Well since our last Newsletter we’ve had a visit from Santa and enjoyed Celebrating New Year’s Eve to welcome in 

another year. 

Sunday 4th Club members met for a nice Sunday Morning Cuppa and Breakfast at Wyndham Cache followed by a 

cruise to Farmers Arms in BEEAC for lunch and a tour of Ean’s collection of special cars. 

We will be holding a working bee at Club Rooms on Tuesday 27th hanging Club Honour Boards and setting up racking 

and sort out the library from our move into our new rooms in 2025. A message will be sent out about timing. 

We are continuing to work with council to gain approvals for Club Signage. 

See below reminders as we will not hold a Club meeting in January. 

• Sunday 11th Mick is running a cruise that includes a BYO Picnic to Sugarloaf Reservoir. 

• Saturday 17th we will run a Twilight Run and finish at a local Picnic Spot to enjoy a BYO picnic meal. 

• Sunday 25th is our First Monthly Cars and Coffee morning on corner of Kelly and Cherry Street 

Werribee. Contact John 0407 546 235 as he is always looking for volunteers to help run the event. 

• Sunday 1st February ‘already discussing club events into second month of the year’ a Coffee 

Morning followed by a Cruise to Queenscliff Car Show. 

• Wednesday 11th February is Les and Lorraine’s First Mid-Week Run for 2026, this month to 

Queenscliff Bowls Club’s Rip Bistro. 

• Sunday 15th February we’re heading off for a private tour of a Dowel’s Car Museum before its open 

to the public. 

• Sunday 22nd February Cars and Coffee Morning. 

• Tuesday 24th is our first General meeting for 2026, it’s also a Free Pizza night, and we recommend 

you arrive a little early to grab a slice of Pizza. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember if you have something of interest you feel other members would enjoy reading, send it 

on through to your Editor, Dennis he’ll do the rest. 

***Please Note. There is ’NO’ JANUARY GENERAL MEETING. 

‘Keep the Shiny Side Up’ 

 

Cheers  

President  
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                          John and Elizabeth Ryan #418  

                        1948 Ford Mercury Coupe Utility 

John has owned the car for 9 years; his dad owned a similar model being a 1947 model. His father caught the train to 

Geelong and collected his vehicle directly from the Ford factory, no dealership delivery for him. Drove it out the gates 

from the Ford factory. His dad’s car lasted until the mid ‘60s and was worn out and rusted. His dad travelled around the 

district repairing pumps and windmills, the Ute was well utilised. John retired in 2016 and had the hankering to obtain a 

similar vehicle for old time’s sake. He was looking for over a year then bingo! A suitable Ute was advertised in 

Tambourine QLD, John discussed the matter with club member Mark Reilly .He checked it out and obtained the history of 

the vehicle spending a good period of its life in Dubbo and 40 plus years in Bourke NSW. John is the fifth owner. The 

vehicle is unrestored and original patina with very low mileage. There have been some minor repairs by good mate Jumbo 

Kennedy. 

The Ute is well cared for and a credit to Johns enthusiasm for this classic piece of Australian motoring history. 

John has spent many years of service as a volunteer fire fighter with the local CFA with a great deal of community 

involvement as well. 

Cheers-The Roving Reporter 
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Report from Club Coffee and Breakfast Morning and Cruise to Beeac.                 Sunday 4th January 2026 

A group of 27 of our members arrived at Wyndham Cache to savour a relaxing Coffee and Breakfast.  

Not everyone planned to join the cruise after breakfast, so some decided to head home to catch the cricket, while a 

few others went off to the movies and do some shopping, and others preferred to enjoy some quiet time.  

Seventeen members were eager to hop into their cars for about a 1.5-hour cruise along our bumpy roads and 

highways to Beeac. Those in vehicles with stiffer suspensions unfortunately felt the bumps through their backsides a 

bit more than others.  

It was shared on social media that there was supposed to be a car show for us to admire other people’s vehicles, but 

according to Dorothy, the owner of Farmers Arms Hotel, only a handful of cars and bikes showed up and had already 

left for Ballarat by the time we got there.  

This didn’t dampen our spirits too much as our lunch reservation was at 1:30, and Dorothy mentioned they were fine 

with us sitting down and ordering lunch much earlier. 

Members gathered over cold drinks to chat with others at their tables about their experiences during the festive 

season while waiting for lunch to be served.  

One member quickly became deeply involved in colouring and solving puzzles on free colouring sheets provided by 

the Hotel, which were intended for children, but she had a great time and ended up receiving a reward for being so 

quiet and doing such a great job. She also enjoyed a meal called “Princess Chicken”. This made her day even better. 

Lunch was definitely worth the wait as the conversation quieted down while we relished our delicious, seemingly 

home-cooked pub meals.  

After lunch, Ean opened his garage filled with unique cars and shared the history of some really nice vehicles, both 

road and track cars.  

Then we took a short walk across the road to a Wind Mill display or headed to the Lolly and Ice Cream Shop for a 

sweet treat.  

One member’s car unfortunately had a flat battery when he tried to start it, but it was quickly fixed by other 

members with jumper cables and a car to jump from. It was then discovered that he had unknowingly been driving 

with a battery issue due to a wire from the Alternator being loose, a little tightening and all good again, very cheap 

solution.  

Rather than all heading home together, some members chose to reconnect with family or take a sentimental journey 

around the area, reminiscing about their childhood holidays.  

The remaining members made their way home through Colac, hoping for smoother roads, but unfortunately, the 

main highway was also riddled with potholes. 

A nice cuppa coffee at the BP Roadhouse on the way home rounded out a great day. 
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Ho, Ho. Ho, Merry Christmas - 7th December 2025 

At last, we had some nice weather for Clubs annual “Kids Christmas party” held at the Altona Miniature 

Railway. There was a good turnout of members, with and without grandchildren, along for a great day 

out. 

Set up was well under way by 9.30am. Social Secretary Connie Mallia and the team had it very much 

under control. Prez Col dropped by to check things were going well but as he was feeling a bit “Butchers 

Hook” with some sort of bug he made the call to head home giving the festivities a miss so as not to 

pass it on. 

Heather and Jenny were busy selling raffle tickets, Jen Rodgers and Vicki M running the snack ‘n’ ice-

cream station, while Linda Galea entertained the children.  

The Miniature Railway again proved popular with both young and old going for a ride on the now 

extended track.  

Before we knew it the word had got around Santa and Mrs Clause weren't far away. All the children 

gathered around eagerly awaiting their arrival. The train pulled into the station and much to the 

children's delight, the special two had arrived. 

One by one names were called and the children collected their presents. The raffles were then drawn, 

congratulations to all winners.  

Our day was coming to an end. Time for just one last train ride, mostly with adults.   

Thank you to the Altona Miniature Railway. Peter and Dee Lockwood for arranging the use of the facility 

along with the Volunteers who gave up their Sunday to make the magic happen. 

Another great event co-ordinated by Connie Mallia and your committee, ably assisted by the set-up 

crew and entertainment assistants, and our special guests Santa and Mrs Clause. Thank you to you all. 

Rod Matthews #400 
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Our wonderful Social Secretary Connie Mallia has organised 
another fabulous 3-day getaway for the ladies. 

Sunday 1st March to Tuesday 3rd March 2026 
Staying at the Ramada Resort by Wyndham Phillip Island

 

Relax and explore at Ramada Resort by Wyndham Phillip Island 
Set on 65 acres, Ramada Resort by Wyndham Phillip Island offers a serene escape just 2 hours' 
drive from Melbourne city. This eco-friendly resort features a restaurant, a swimming pool with 
a spa pool, a fitness centre, and 2 tennis courts. Surrounded by bike tracks and nature walks, it 
provides a peaceful ambiance perfect for relaxation and exploration. 

Shared Accommodation: Staying 2 nights in comfortable, well-appointed villas.  

18 places available!  

• Getting there: Probably Carpool – but still to be sorted. 

• Cost: approx. $150 per person (depending on numbers) which includes 
accommodation and transport. All meals and activities are your expense 

and not included in price.  

To book your place, please contact Connie Mallia on 0439 619 083  

$50 non-refundable deposit is due by 26th JANUARY 2026 

Final payment due by 9th February 2026.  
Please note: Final payment is non-refundable 

Refund will only be provided if someone can be found to take your place. 
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SUMMERNATS 38 2026 

Canberra certainly turned up the temperature for Summernats 38, but the heat didn’t stop the action. 
For the first time, we entered our VH Commodore, and it was an unforgettable experience to finally 
have it part of the show rather than just watching from the sidelines. 

Despite the scorching conditions, we managed to get plenty of seat time. Between the cruising and the 
driving events, the VH held its own, and soaking up the atmosphere from behind the wheel gave us a 
whole new perspective on the festival. 

One of the biggest takeaways from the weekend was simply the calibre of vehicles on display. The range 
of cars was incredible, but the quality of the top-tier builds was truly next-level. Seeing the workmanship 
and attention to detail that goes into these machines is awe-inspiring and gives us plenty of motivation 
for our own future wrenching. 

It was a hot, loud, and brilliant weekend. We’re already looking forward to the next one! 

 John Cassar  
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FOR SALE 
FORD 351 Long Engine 
Built in 2023 to go into my XY GT but I’ve now recently sold car so longer need engine. 
See Build Spec Sheet below. 
Would like to get $9500.00 or nearest offer. 

Contact: Kim Parkes 0418 395 472  

 

 

 All items will be advertised for 2 months. To roll your ad over for extra two months (December & January) please 

contact  Dennis Cassar on denniscassar@outlook.com 

Please remember to advise when your ad is no longer needed so it can be removed from the next edition of the 

newsletter. 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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        Club Polo $35               Club Vest $50           Summer Shirt $50   

                               
         Club Cap $15                      Winter Jacket $80                  Club Beanie $15 

                      

Metal Grille Badge $40           Small Hat Badge $5          Vehicle Window Decal $1 

  
Windscreen Banner with Club Logo: 1800mm Long, 100mm Wide. $13 or two for $25 

  Club name badges are just $12, and you are asked to wear them to all club events. 

Payment is required in full for regalia items needing to be ordered before order will be 
placed with our supplier.  

Len and Carmen Mallia are at General Meetings to assist you. You can also call Len 

direct to order regalia on 0412 529 801 or email at  

 

WDCVC REGALIA 
2025 
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OUR SPONSORS 

Member Discount is availa-
ble when you use our spon-

sors 
Please remember to show your 
membership card to redeem 

discounts 

Do you know a business that would like to ad-
vertise in  

RECOLLECTIONS   
The Werribee and District Collectable Vehicle 

Club  
monthly newsletter?  

Please speak to Colin 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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OUR SPONSORS 


