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Official Newsletter of the Werribee and District  

Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.)  
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NOVEMBER 2025 EDITION 

RECOLLECTIONS 

Next General Meeting TUESDAY 25th November 2025 (7.30pm)  

Rob and Jan’s 1976 Triumph Stag 

Members Rides  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL MEMBERS HAVING A BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH 

Silvana Fragioli, Maryanne Pernice, Denis O’Brien, 

Mark Reilly, John Ravaneschi, Johnson Smith, Josie 

Cassar and Ronnie Malia. 

The Werribee and District Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.)  
Was formed in June 1991 to foster and advance interest in History, Restoration, Care and Preservation of Classic and 
Historic Motor Vehicles. It provides an avenue for sharing of information by owners of those vehicles. The Club is a 
not-for-profit organisation. We welcome as members all those interested in preservation of our motoring history.  
Club conducts monthly general meetings, regular events, and monthly runs for its members and assists community 
organisations with attendance at community events, retirement homes, parades and car shows.   
Generally our members come from those who own vehicles over 25 years old, but this is not a prerequisite for mem-
bership, anyone is welcome. 

WE WISH ALL MEMBERS WHO ARE FEELING POORLY  

A FULL AND SPEEDY RECOVERY  

 

Gil Taylor (Dec)   Sandy Taylor (Dec)   Les Turner 

John Agosta (Jnr)  Charmaine Agosta  Elio Massari (Dec)  

WDCVC Life Members 
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VICROADS CONTACTS and CLUB BANKING DETAILS  
VicRoads Melbourne:                                                                             W.D.C.V.C. CLUB BANKING DETAILS: (For Direct Deposits)  
Switchboard 1800 816 727,                                                                   GREAT SOUTHERN BANK:  
Club Permit Scheme (CPS): 9854 2674                                                BSB# 814282 ACC# 10495827 
Web Site: www.vicroads.vic.gov.au  

                                                                                                                          

Werribee & District Collectable Vehicle Club (Inc.) 
Registration Number A0024084P ABN 575 840 445 12 

 

 

Name E-Mail Phone 
Executive Committee 

President 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
0413 884 234 

Vice President 
Michael (Mick) Galea (Linda) mgal6416@gmail.com 0421 670 304 

Secretary/Public Officer 
Carmel Calleja (Nick) wdcvcsecretary@gmail.com 0424 305 721 

Treasurer 
Jenny Matthews (Rod) 

 
magoos_4@bigpond.com 0422 699 361 

General Committee 
Heather O’Brien  hethaob@bigpond.net.au 0411 239 446 

Nick Calleja (Carmel) nick.holdenek@bigpond.com 0409 357 344 

Connie Mallia (Ronnie) c.m.62@hotmail.com 0439 619 083 

Wayne Rodgers (Jen) waynerodgers.61@gmail.com 0405 380 005 

Office Bearers 
Club Captain   

Editor & Publisher 
Dennis Cassar (Josie) denniscassar@outlook.com 

 
0417 000 407 

Mid-Week Run Captain 
Les Turner (Lorraine) 

 
 
9741 6657 

Safety Officers 
Len Mallia (Carmen) 
Charlie Cook (Lyn) 

lencar6@bigpond.com.au 
charlescook1@bigpond.com 

0412 529 801 
9741 3328 

Club Permit Officer/s 
Yves Schieseck (Sandra) 
Wayne Rodgers (Jen) 
Colin Pierce (Scrutineer) (Shirley) 

breton29@aussiebroadband.com.au 
waynerodgers.61@gmail.com 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
9749 3376 
0405 380 005  
0413 884 234 

Regalia Officer 
Len and Carmen Mallia 

 
lencar6@bigpond.com.au 0412 529 801 

Librarian 
Peter Kime (Patricia)  pjkime@hotmail.com 

 
0409 798641 

Web & Face Book Monitor 
TBD 

 
 

 
 

Welfare Officer 
Rose Ravaneschi 

 
sirbas53@hotmail.com 

 
0412 456 892 

Social Secretaries 
Connie Mallia (Ronnie) 

 
c.m.62@hotmail.com 

 
0439 619 083 

Federation Representatives 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 
Michael Galea (Linda) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 
mgal6416@gmail.com 

 
0413 884 234 
0421 670 304 

Council Representative 
Colin Pierce (Shirley) 

 
colin@colshirl.com 

 
0413 884 234 

Financial Consultant- Werribee Accounting   

 

CONTACTS for WDCVC COMMITTEE September 2025 to June 2026  

Mail to P.O. Box 841 Werribee 3030 

E-MAIL: wdcvc@hotmail.com 
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WDCVC GENERAL Meeting: 28/10/2025    

Meeting opened:  7.40 Meeting Closed:  8.24 

Chairman: Colin Pierce Vice President: Mick Galea 

Apologies:  Rob Elliott, Karen Hollis, Russell Thompson, Lindsay Coghill, Yves Schieseck, David Williams, Ian Cameron, Nick 
& Carmel Calleja, Andrew Babbage, Charlie Cook, Anthony Ravaneschi, Mark Reilly, Mitch Jones, Bob Soulsby 

Visitor/s:      Nil 

Previous Committee meeting:   Read By Mick to members 

Moved & accepted: 1st  Mark Sagona 2nd  David White 

Questions: Nil  

Previous General meeting:    

Moved & accepted: 1st  Rod Matthews 2nd  Gary Kennedy 

Questions: Nil   

Club Secretary:  Mick Galea (Acting)  

Correspondence; Vic roads BBQ trailer registration, Bank confirmation for 
renewal of term deposit, Australia Post Statement, Invoice 
for public liability, and email from council confirming clubs 
lease agreement.  

 

Treasurers Monthly Report: Jenny Matthews   

Business Related to: Jenny advised Tibor & Vicky Miskolczi raised $87 for collecting bottles and cans for the club 
which was gratefully accepted with a round of applause. 

Questions:                                                             Nil  

Moved & accepted: 1st    Werner Bernhardt 2nd  Wayne Rodgers 

Mid-week Event: Les Turner 0408 014 358 

Previous Event:                                                  Les discussed the last midweek run on the 8th of October and look forward to the next 
event next year. Les thanked everyone or their support during the year. 

Next event:                                      February 2026 

Cars and Coffee:    John Marks 0407 546 235 

Next event:                                      30th November 2025   

President’s ramblings: Colin Pierce 

Colin mentioned club break up 16/12 and the children’s Christmas party  
A big thanks to John Marks for dealing with the Wyndham council who had changed their structure with the monthly casual 
car meets at cherry street in Colin’s absence. 
Mention of last weekend’s car show at the Pirra Homestead Lara which was attended by a handful of members, Mark 
Reilly’s restored bus won Best in Show. Attendance was well down and ended at 11 due to rain. 
Requests from members for vehicle pictures for the upcoming club calendar. 

Social Secretary: Connie Mallia 
Connie discussed the successful international food fest held last week. 
The upcoming children’s Christmas party and club breakup in mid-December. 

General/New Business:  

• John Marks talked about the cancelled Sunday morning washout due to the bad weather, but looked forward to the 
next Meeting in November being the last for the year. 
Rob Bradley advised members about a run to Mount Franklin on the 19/10 joining with the Vintage& Classic Car Club of 
Ballarat. A few of our members attended and were well received, a drive to nearby Daylesford afterwards. 

• Mick talked about the upcoming calendar of events with banter and contributions from involved members, all 
events are mentioned in the monthly newsletter. 

• Kerry Duke talked about a problem he encountered with Vic Roads attempting to obtain a permit for his latest 
vehicle. Interaction with Colin about the situation. 

Raffle winners: 1st  Len Schutt                                2nd  John Mantello            3rd   Dennis O’Brien 

New Member/s: Martin Mittersteiner 
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Calendar of W.D.C.V.C’s Upcoming Events                                     
W.D.C.V.C Extends an Invitation to Members of any Registered 

Club to attend any run or event organized by our club.  

The above events are in accordance with the WDCVC & Vic roads Club Permit Scheme. If you wish to use your red plate 
vehicle, a reminder that you will need to correctly fill in your red plate permit scheme log book and be a financial mem-
ber. At the time of printing the above information was correct. The Committee may change the information at their dis-
cretion. Any changes will be published in the Newsletter / Website / Facebook.  
Symbols of events are Club Runs in Bold, and all other runs organised by Vic roads or other clubs will be in normal font. 

Changes are often on the cards. So when attending a Club Run, if you are unable to  
meet at the designated meeting place prior to departure, Phone Your Run Coordinator! 

EVENT Date Time Coordinator 

NOVEMBER 

Motor Bike Cruise  Meet at Club Rooms 
Destination St Leonards  

Sunday 16th 9:30 AM 
Daniel 

 0408 328 028 

Committee Meeting Tuesday 18th 7:30 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

WDCVC Car Boot/Trailer Sale at Club Room Grounds Sunday 23rd 8:00 AM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

General Meeting  
Cambridge Reserve H/Crossing 

Tuesday 25th 7:30 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

Final CARS & COFFEE for 2025 Sunday 30th 9:00 AM 
John  

0407 546 235           

DECEMBER 

Committee Meeting Monday 1st 7:30 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

December Picnic & children's CHRISTMAS party 
Altona Miniature Railway 
1 - 21 Blenheim Rd Altona North (Newport) 

Sunday 7th 11:00 AM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

General Meeting and Christmas Break up 
Cambridge Reserve H/Crossing (if you wish to contribute, bring a plate for supper) 

Tuesday 16th 7:00 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

JANUARY 

Coffee Morning at Wyndham Cache followed by a Cruise Sunday 4th 9:30 AM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

Committee Meeting Monday 5th 7:30 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

Club Run Picnic Meet at Club Rooms Sunday 11th 11:30 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

Twilight Run (Local) and Picnic. Meet at Club Rooms. Saturday 17th 4:00 PM 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 

CARS & COFFEE  Sunday 25th 9:00 AM 
John  

0407 546 235           

No Club General Meeting for January XXXX XXXX 
Colin                        

0413 884 234 
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President’s Report 

   
 

Hello Everyone! 

 

I’m sending this month’s report from the banks of the Ovens River at 2026 Bright Rod Run our annual 

pilgrimage to this Iconic event. 

 

In October the Club held its inaugural Continental Dinner coordinated by the lovely Connie. To make the 

night a huge success many members brought along a main meal or desserts to share with others. 

 

Unfortunately our Club’s Cars and Coffee Casual Sunday for October was postponed due to severe 

weather event, good call as it turned out to be serious wind and rain event, better luck with our last one 

for 2025 on Sunday 30th, so get out you ride and front up for a great morning. 

 

Please check Events Calendar in this Newsletter to see what runs and events are programmed for the 

rest of 2025 and into 2026. 

Club will be holding a combined final general meeting and 

break up party in the club rooms on Tuesday 16th December 

from 7:00PM. 

 

Be safe and Keep the Shiny Side Up! 

Cheers  

Prez Col. 
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Drug Testing and Canola Fields - Mid-Week Run 8th October 2025 

Such a lovely day greeted us for the last Mid-Week run for 2025. 20 members met at our club rooms for a 
cuppa and a chat, thanks to Wayne for opening the club rooms. Soon Les was on his feet and after some 
directions from him we were off.  

Not even out of Werribee and the traffic come to a stop. Police ahead! Most of us were waved through, 
but a couple of members were pulled over for drug testing. Must have passed as they were ushered out 
to continue the run. 

Les had done his homework, driving up Ballan Road to Glenmore Road. Past Lady Northcote Camp, canola 
fields and wind turbines, up a big hill towards Anakie and then off to the Commercial Hotel in Ballan. Bob 
and Pauline Soulsby had driven down from outside Bendigo to join us, it was great to see you both.  

We were ushered to a room of our own so we could make as much noise as we wanted. Lunches were 
ordered and eaten. Then Les stood up to get every one’s attention and Lorraine and Jenny walked into the 
room each holding a plate with a cupcake with candle. We were celebrating 2 milestone birthdays for the 
11th of October: Helen Taylor was turning 80 and yours truly was turning 60. 

Everyone sang Happy Birthday to us both. Lorraine then brought in a tray of cupcakes for all to enjoy. 
Thank you, Lorraine, for making the cupcakes, they were lovely!  

Around 3.30pm we started to think about making our way home but not before some of our ladies (and 
gents) went off to check out the local op shop to try to grab a bargain.  

Thank you to Les and Lorraine Turner for once again organising a great day out, to Lorraine for making the 
yummy cupcakes and finally, to all members who have supported the mid-week runs through 2025. 

Rod Matthews #400    
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As the title suggests, food, and plenty of it! Club held its first International Dinner at our club rooms and it was a 
roaring success! Around 40 members with a dish from their heritage joined in on the event.  

Starting with mains: Hungarian Goulash, Kapusta, Lasagne, Qassatat, Quiche, Chicken Salad, Pork Stew & Spaghetti, 
Aussie Chow Mein, Hobz Tal Kunserva, Sushi, Honey Chicken, Prawns and Salmon, and Pastizzi. Such a large choice, 
and they were all lovely, saw many members going back for more.  

After a short pause to let the main meal go down it was time to bring out the Desserts which included: Cassava 
Cake, Oliebol (Dutch donuts), Fruit Cake, Jam Tart, Trifle, and 2 Maltese Pudinas (a competition to see which was 
best). All were yummy to say the least.  

Now the hard part of the night, with full bellies it was time to clean and pack up. Needless to say, some were a little 
sluggish.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in making this an awesome evening. To our Master Chefs who spent hours 
cooking and preparing their lovely food, thank you for sharing. 

As always, a big thanks to Connie Mallia for pulling the night together and to everyone who come early to help with 
the set up.  

A great night was had by all, and I am sure it won’t be the last International Dinner Night we have. 

Rod Matthews #400    
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                   Rob & Jan Bradley’s  - Triumph Stag 1976- Member # 277  

Rob has had this car for some 30 odd years, the same time his twin boys were born. He was after a 

convertible which had rear seats, so he could transport the family. 

When his third child was born he asked his wife for the ok to get an E Type Jaguar, wishful thinking. 

The Stag was purchased in quite good condition. It featured one time in the Melbourne Grand Prix 

parade carrying celebrities around the track. 

A paint job was in order about seven years ago in the same colour, Tahitian Blue. Interior is original, 

the engine was rebuilt prior to purchase. The car has had all the usual wear and tear items over the 

years. 

Rob also has a fantastic fully restored white TR4 and also a TR4A, three Triumphs in total and loves 

them all. Rob’s hobby keeps him busy being the fastidious owner of his Triumph collection. 

Cheers- The Roving Reporter 
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Need a little help?....Alf Schembri? Can Do. 

On some of our events it’s hard to miss Alf Schembri. It’s not that he’s so big or loud so just keep an 

eye out for the big green ’54 Cadillac. There’s a theory about small cars and big owners. Maybe Alfie 

should swap with Dave White, who seems to have outgrown the little Morrie, or maybe Jumbo’s A 

Model coupe? 

Sorry guys, let’s cut the nonsense. No-one can recall Alf Schembri doing anything funny or silly, so it’s 

hard to pin him down, except to say that on request, Alf will help you anytime, anywhere, any job. 

Many of our members have been assisted with a car or other. At present Alf is helping his brother 

Charlie with a big ’58 GMC utility. It’s a full frame-off resto, with every little detail on agenda.     

Charlie is not short of a classic auto. Lurking in his shed down at Westleigh Gardens, is a very nice ‘56 

Ford Sunliner convertible, and a ’56 Ford Victoria (2 door) rare high roof model in red, and another 

’55 Victoria. A visit to Charlie’s place reveals the bits and pieces of the GMC. Prominent is the 

massive front chrome work and the original stylish GMC tub which is getting the full treatment. The 

front guards presently reside in Charlie’s trailer. Stop press: painting has commenced. 

Alfie’s first classic was a ’53 Chev sedan, which he noticed sitting idle, the grass growing around it 

getting progressively higher. Finally Alfie plucked up the courage to enquire, and soon he was driving 

it home, all for the princely sum of $400. Getting back to the Caddy, Alf claims that the green was 

original, and that some silly bugger painted it black. Alf and Mark Reilly restored the green in a back 

yard spray job. Looks professional!! 

Alf arrived from Malta as a young kid with two brothers and a sister, and they settled in Cairns, where 

their father laboured cutting sugar cane. They moved to nearby Tully, but eventually the family 

settled in Carlton, where Alf had relatives. Growing up and by now living in Newport Alf worked at 

the Victorain Railways workshops. Gary Kennedy recalls Alfie patrolling the streets of Newport along 

with the other (bad?) boys. The VR blacksmith’s shop with its noisy steam hammer soon got Alfie 

moving on. A long-held ambition was driving tanker trucks interstate, but that didn’t last either.  

Alf worked at Tutt-Bryant in Tottenham for many years, assembling and maintaining big equipment. 

One day Alf visited a panel shop and soon picked up the tools. Here he learned about and loved 

working on cars, not only panel work, but the full range including mechanicals. Alf also worked for 

Masseys in Yarraville, on general engineering for the Westgate Bridge. 

Alf lives locally and joined the WDCVC around six years ago. He loves his three classic cars, including 

his Falcon XR6 ute and the XW Fairmont. Call in to his place and marvel at his wonderful collection of 

(valuable) junk. He’ll show you photos of his family and (now not so) young son and all his past 

activities and workplaces, over a grog or a cup of tea. Alf Schembri is the sort of bloke who makes the 

WDCVC a great club. 
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Vintage cars race on historic Lake Perkolilli track in Red Dust Revival 
By Jarrod Lucas ABC Gold fields 

 
James Gatti (left) and Harry Hyde drove their green 1936 Dodge at the Red Dust Revival. (ABC Goldfields: Jarrod Lucas) 

A clay pan in outback Western Australia, where red dust covers everything it touches, is perhaps the last place you would expect 
to find a classic car that, until now, had been kept in pristine condition. 
But the bright red 1927 Austin 7 was unleashed this week, like so many other vintage cars from around Australia, as one of the 
country's oldest race tracks roared back to life. 
Nearly 200 vintage cars and motorcycles made the journey to Lake Perkolilli, on the outskirts of Kalgoorlie-Boulder in WA's 
Goldfields, to race on the hard clay pan surface. 

 
Murray Wood and his daughter Casey with a 1927 Austin 7 at the Red Dust Revival. (ABC Goldfields: Jarrod Lucas) 
Among the car lovers were Kalgoorlie's Casey Wood and her father, Murray, who purchased a 1934 Austin for the occasion. 
Ms Wood was not content to simply be a passenger and borrowed her wheels from a close family friend, classic car collector 
Geoff Paynter. 
"He's lent it to me to take it out for a spin," she said. 
"Initially, Dad was terrified about it. It's been sitting in a shed for 15 years, and he's like: 'I don't want to chip it or dirty it up'. 
"[Geoff's] response was: 'Drive it like you stole it, just enjoy it, enjoy the track and have fun,' that's all he cared about." 

 
A race car at Lake Perkolilli clay pan racetrack in 1928. (Supplied: WA Museum) 
Red Dust Revival lives up to name 
Known as the Red Dust Revival, the week-long event was held in 2019 and 2022, re-enacting races held at Lake Perkolilli more 
than a century ago. 
Between 1914 and 1939, races were held on the lakes hard, smooth surface with drivers reaching speeds of 200 kilometres per 
hour in a time before quality roads were built. 
"I love it, its good memory-making," Ms Wood said, pointing to the car's bonnet where "MAKING MEMORIES 2025" was written 
in dust. 
"My dad has been coming out here since even before I was born, so I've grown up here … this is where I learnt to ride my bike. 
"It's grown into something quite extraordinary." 
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WDCVC Club cruise to Mt Franklin to join with Vintage and Classic Car Club Ballarat members for their annual 

picnic.  

Report by Rob Bradley 

It was a dry but very windy day when we drove to Mt Franklin.  We drove separately on our chosen routes some of us 

stopping by the swap meet at Bacchus Marsh, the market in Daylesford or Brick Lane Bazaar collectables.   

The traffic in Daylesford was very busy but once through that it was a short drive to Mt Franklin and the picnic site 

was quite scenic & sheltered from the wind.   

There were a number of car clubs from central Victoria present and it was great to meet some of their members and 

also check out some interesting cars.  

We all enjoyed chatting and eating some great food and in the early afternoon headed home before the rain came. 

WDCVC Attendees 

• Gary Kennedy & Emmy   Model A Ford  

• Alfie Schembri                                Cadillac 

• Wren Brown & Andrew   Volkswagen Beetle 

• Rob Bradley    Triumph Tr4A 

• Sam Pernice & Maryanne Dodge Ram 

 
Group Image 
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To all my friends at W.D.C.V.C. I am again participating in Movember 
to raise money for men's health for the 5th year. Who would like to 
join me? Let's see how many wicked Mo’s we can get by the end of 
November. Last year I raised $395.00 since 2021 I have raised $1,555 
I would love to better last year "Let's Do It" 
 
Or you can donate via link below 

https://au.movember.com/donate/details?memberId=14535216  

 

Thanking you in advance for your support 
Rod Matthews 
Member#400 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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        Club Polo $35               Club Vest $50           Summer Shirt $50   

                               
         Club Cap $15                      Winter Jacket $80                  Club Beanie $15 

                      

Metal Grille Badge $40           Small Hat Badge $5          Vehicle Window Decal $1 

  
Windscreen Banner with Club Logo: 1800mm Long, 100mm Wide. $13 or two for $25 

  Club name badges are just $12, and you are asked to wear them to all club events. 

Payment is required in full for regalia items needing to be ordered before order will be 
placed with our supplier.  

Len and Carmen Mallia are at General Meetings to assist you. You can also call Len 

direct to order regalia on 0412 529 801 or email at  

 

WDCVC REGALIA 
2025 
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OUR SPONSORS 

Member Discount is availa-
ble when you use our spon-

sors 
Please remember to show your 
membership card to redeem 

discounts 

Do you know a business that would like to ad-
vertise in  

RECOLLECTIONS   
The Werribee and District Collectable Vehicle 

Club  
monthly newsletter?  

Please speak to Colin 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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OUR SPONSORS 


